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UNCLAS BELFAST 306 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: UUUC PRESENTS PROPOSALS TO CONVENTION 
REF: (A) BELFAST 304 (B) BELFAST 299 

1 . UNITED ULSTER UNIONIST COALITION (UUUC) PRESENTED 
ITS FORMAL PROPOSALS ON SHAPE FUTURE PARLIAMENT AND 
GOVERNMENT TO CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION SEPT. 30. OTHER 
GROUPS WILT. PRESENT FORMAL PROPOSALS EACH DAY THROUGH 
OCT. 3 AND CONVENTION WILL THEN RECESS FOR TWO WEEKS 
WHILE SEMI-FINAL REPORTS BEING DRAFTED. THESE REPORTS WILL 
BE DEBATED, EXAMINED BY COMMITTEES, VOTED UPON AND WILL 
FORM BASIS OF FINAL REPORT TO BE SUBMITTED TO SECRETARY OF 
STATE AND WESTMINSTER. TARGET DATE FOR FINAL SUBMISSION 
IS NOVEMBER 7 BUT IT UNCERTAIN WHETHER THIS WILL BE MET. 

2. HARRY WEST, OFFICIAL UNIONIST CHAIRMAN OF UUUC, 

THE MAJOR SPEAKER. HE STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF PROPOSAL FOR 
COMMITTEE SYSTEM AS (A) RESPONSIVE TO NEED BUILD REALISTIC 
STRUCTURE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND AND (B) MOVING INTO 
"COMMUNITY PROCEDURES SOME PEOPLE MIGHT THINK WERE 
RATHER AMERICAN.” WEST SAID "IF THIS DOES NOT INVOLVE 
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POWER SHARING IN SOMEBODY'S EXCLUSIVE DEFINITION OF THAT 
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TERM, IT DOES INVOLVE QUITE A LOT OF SHARING OF POWER ON 
WHAT WE THINK IS A FAIR AND OPEN BASIS." WEST ARGUED THAT 
UUUC POSITION DETERMINED BY ELECTORATE AND THAT SHOULD 
UNITED UNIONISTS DEFAULT ON ELECTORAL UNDERTAKINGS (NOT 
TO TOLERATE NON-MAIORITY REPRESENTATIVES IN CABINET) THE 
ELECTORATE "WOULD TURN AND REND US" WITH SOME WHO NOT 
WILLING TO WAIT FOR FURTHER ELECTIONS WOULD TAKE DIRECT 
ACTION AT ANCE. WEST SAID THAT COALITION GOVERNMENTS 
COULD DEVELOP AND SHOULD SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY 
(SDLP) DEVELOP AS REAL SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY IT COULD ONE 
DAY PLAY A PART. HE CRITICIZED ACTIONS OF SDLP OFFICE 
HOLDERS IN OLD EXECUTIVE IN "RUNNING REPEATEDLY TO DUBLIN 
TO BE TOLD WHAT TO DO." 

3. SDLP SPOKESMEN DID NOT RPT NOT REJECT FURTHER 
EXPLANATION OF COMMITTEE SYSTEM BUT STATED THAT AS ASPECT 
OF PARLIAMENTARY CONTROL OF ADMINISTRATION. COMMITTEES HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH POWER SHARING AND CLAIMED 

THAT UUUC PROPOSALS DISREGARDED BRIEF OF CONVENTION WHICH 
WAS TO FIND SOLUTION COMMANDING THE MOST WIDESPREAD 
ACCEPTANCE. 

4. REVEREND IAN PAISLEY VOICED SUPPORT FOR COMMITTEE 
SYSTEM PROPOSAL AND INQUIRED HOW FAR MINORITY PARTIES WERE 
PREPARED TO GO AND HOW FAR THEY WERE PREPARED TO YIELD TO 
MAJORITY. PAISLEY WARNED SDLP TO BEWARE PROMISES OF 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT SAYING PRIME MINISTER WILSON HAD TOLD 
PAISLEY COLLEAGUES THAT BRITISH GOVERNMENT "NOT SAYING THAT 
SDLP MUST BE IN THE CABINET OF NORTHERN IRELAND." 

APISLEY CHALLENGED THOSE CONVENTION MEMBERS WHO SEEMED BE 
DEVIATING FROM MANDATE TO SUBMIT THEMSELVES TO AN ELECTION 
"PARTICULARLY THE MEMBER FOR EAST BELFAST" (CRAIG). 

5. IN OTHER ULSTER DEVELOPMENTS, SPORADIC VIOLENCE 
CONTINUED WITH PROXY BOMB ATTACK ON ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY 
STATION AT KINAWLEY, COUNTY FERMANAGH AND BRITISH SOLDIER 
SAVED BY FLAK JACKET WHEN HIT BY SNIPER FIRE IN LONDONDERRY. 

WILLIAM CRAIG, WHO ABSENT FROM CONVENTION SEPT. 30, CHALLENGED 
TO CONTEST NEW ELECTION EAST BELFAST BY JOHN MCQUADE. THERE 
ALSO SIGNS THAT SENTIMENT GROWING WITHIN UUUC TO EXPEL 
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CRAIG AND THE FEW WHO SUPPORT HIS STAND ON EXPLORATION OF 
POSSIBILITY FORMING EMERGENCY COALITION GOVERNMENT IN 
YET FURTHER BLOW TO LOYALIST "UNITY" ENOCH POWELL IN SPEECH 
HIS CONSTITUENCY SEPT. 30 IS QUOTED AS STRONGLY IMPLYING 
THAT CURRENT CROP ULSTER UNIONIST POLITICIANS INCAPABLE 
OF GOVERNING IN MANNER ADEQUATE TO DEFEND UNIONISM. 

POWELL REFUTED NEWSPAPER ARTICLES THAT ALLEGED HIS AIM FOR 
ULSTER WAS TOTAL INTEGRATION WITH U.K. AND REITERATED HIS 
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POSITION THAT DEVOLUTION FOR ULSTER SHOULD BE ALONG SAME 
PATTERN AS SCOTLAND AND WALES. POWELL ALSO CRITICIZED 
CIVIL SERVANTS FOR COMMUNICATING WITH "THUGS AND MURDERERS" 

IN THE IRA. 

SPICER 
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